
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




20 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OP [1887. 



NOTICE OP SOME PARASITIC WORMS. 

BY JOSEPH LEIDY, M. D. 
Filaria megacantha. 

Body straight, nearly uniform cylindrical, slightly narrowed pos- 
teriorly, obtuse at the ends, milk-white in color; head rounded; 
mouth bounded by a pair of prominent papillate lips. Female: 
caudal extremity straight, obtusely 
rounded, smooth, without anal aperture. 
Male: caudal extremity conical, obtuse, 
bialate; ala? narrow, united around 
the end of the tail, together forming a 
shallow pouch, with a row on each side 
of six rib-like papillae, of which four 
are in advance and two behind the 
genital aperture. A long, curved and 
F, %:^of V telai:; d h! g M y Partially exserted penal spiculum and 
magnified. a nearly straight short one. 

Eight females, 35 to 60 mm. long; cephalic extremity a short 
distance back, 0'75 wide; body at middle, - 625; near the tail 
end the same width. Seven males, 20 to 25 mm. long; cephalic 
extremity, 0375 wide; body at middle, 0'5; near tail end, 025 
wide. Large penal spiculum, 2"5 to 3 mm. long; shorter one, 
018 to 0-22 mm.-; caudal bursa, 0'28 long; width of &lse, 0"036 
mm. 

From the subcutaneous connective tissue of the neck and 
mandible of the Short-eared Owl, Asio occipitrinus (Strix 
brachyotus). 

This appears to be a much smaller and different species from 
the Filaria attenuata Eud., found in the same bird and others of 
the order in Europe. Dujardin x gives as the size of the latter 
250 to 308 mm. for the female, and 136 to 148 mm. for the male, 
with 1 mm. for the longer penal spiculum. Schneider 2 gives for 
F. attenuata, from Faleo peregrinus, 330 mm. for the female, and 
115 mm. for the male, the caudal bursa of which he represents 
as circular. He remarks that the Filaria of Strix and of Cecm 
glandarius, referred by Rudolphi to F. attenuata, is a different 
species, but does not describe it, for want of perfect specimens. 

1 Helminthes, 51. 2 Monog. Nemat., 89. 
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Obtained in Chester Co., Pa., December, 1886, by Dr. B. H. 
Warren. 

Three specimens, females, two inches in length, from the orbit 
of the Hen-hawk, Buteo borealis, in the collection of the Army- 
Medical Museum, appear to belong to this species. 
Ascaris tulura. 

Body cylindrical, most narrowed and tapering anteriorly, of a 
pinkish color; mouth trilobed, the lobes together nearly as wide 
as the head. Female: caudal extremity nearly as thick as the 
middle of the body, straight; tail short, obtusely conical, as 
broad at base as the length. Male: caudal 
extremity tapering, slightly incurved, with a 
row on each side of minute papillse (20 or 
more?); tail short, conical, ending in a 
spheroidal knob. 

One female; length 125 mm.; width of Fjg. 2.— Caudal extremity 
cephalic extremity a short distance from °l *= ma,e ; 3- of male- 

A ^ Highly magnified. 

the end, 0375 ; at middle of body, 1'25; 

near the tail, 1 mm. wide; tail, 0'25 long. One male; length 90 

mm.; width at middle, 0'75; tail, 0"25 long; rounded end, - 125 

thick. 

From the ventriculus of the Red-shouldered Hawk, Buteo 
lineatus. 

This worm approximates the Ascaris depressa Eud., observed 
in many rapacious birds, but appears to be a different species. 
Diesing 1 describes the tail of the male of the former as shortly 
mucronate and papillose beneath, and Schneider 2 figures it 
according to that description. 

Specimens obtained in Chester Co., Pa., December, 1886, by 
Dr. B. H. Warren. 
Ascaris sulcata Rudolph!. 

Body anteriorly attenuated; posteriorly more or less closely 
spiral; head with prominent lips. Female: tail conical, recurved 
from the anus, ending in a minute mucro. Male: tail conical, 
shortly mucronate, bialate, with a row on each side of four or 
five nipple-like papillse. 

Female, up to 25 mm. long by 0'5 wide at middle; tail, 0"25 
long. Male, 15 mm. long by 0"3 wide at middle, 

1 Syst. Helm., 156. 2 Monog. Nemat., 41. 
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Numerous specimens were found tightly clinging by the mouth 
to the lining membrane of the stomach of Trachemys scabra. 
Ecbinorhynchus caudatus Zeder. 

Body narrow, cylindrical, nearly equal throughout, strongly 
corrugated so as to appear annulated, posterior extremity conical. 
Proboscis cylindrical, expanded at base, with 9 to 11 rows of 
strong hooks, succeeded with about 15 rows of smaller hooks. 
Length, from 5 lines to an inch; breadth, 0'5 to 1"5 mm. From 
two individuals of the Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides furcatus, 
in one of which they were associated with Taenia viator. Two 
specimens from Strix nebulosa. Florida. Dr. B. H. Warren. 
Echlnorhynchus hystrlx Bremser. 

Body cylindrical, much corrugated, widest anteriorly and 
minutely echinate. Proboscis clavate, with about a dozen rows 
of hooks. One-fourth to three-fourths of an inch long and one 
line wide at the fore part. Numerous specimens from the intes- 
tine of the Darter, Plotus anhinga. Florida. Dr. B. H. Warren. 
Tsenia simplicissima. 

Head small, unarmed, truncate; bothria spherical, terminal, 
occupying the four angles; neck very long, 

t 0© nearl y or as wide as the head, body grad- 

Z ually widening to the posterior third and 

Sthen tapering; anterior segments trans- 
versely linear, subsequently reversed dish- 
like, gradually longer and wider, then cam- 
s' 6 - 4 - panulate and gradually becoming longer and 
F, ^ ; % C ?itLTlbo™t narrower. Generative apertures and ova 
middle; 6 Posterior unobserved. A number of specimens from 
segments. Magnified Cod Qadm eaUarias, up to 20 lines 

20 diameters. ' A 

by 1 mm. where widest. Two only of the 
specimens retained the head. 

Taenia AmMoplltis. 

Head quadrate, spheroidal, consisting almost entirely of the 
four large spherical bothria, with the summit slightly prominent 
and conical or depressed and unarmed; neck very short or none; 
body compressed cylindrical, gradually widening from the head 
to near the posterior part where it slightly narrows to the end; 
segments linear, becoming gradually longer and wider, and then 
more quadrate; all deeply and pretty regularly wrinkled into 
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two or three annuli. Genital apertures obscure, 
inches; in alcohol contracted to 3£ to 
5 inches ; greatest width 2 mm. 

Head 0"5 to 0"625 mm. long, and 075 
to 0-875 broad. Bothria 0%375 mm. 
diameter. Commencement of body 
0625 wide. Anterior segments 0'125 
long, 0'625 wide; subsequently - 375 
long and l - 5 to 1*875 wide; posterior 7 . 8 

segments 0'75 long by 1 mm. wide. f jg . 7 . Cephalic extremity ; 8. Seg, 

A number of specimens from the mcnts near middle - 2 ° diamctere . 
stomach of the Rock Bass, Ambloplites rupestris. Lake George, 
New York. 

This species resembles the Tcenia ocellata Rudolphi of the 
European Perch, Perea fluviatilis, and perhaps is the same. 
Tsonia Micropteri. 

Head large, compressed spheroidal, with four subterminal 
spherical bothria and a papilliform unarmed summit; neck none; 
body obscurely segmented, and with no obvious internal organs, 
posteriorly variably narrowed and obtusely rounded at the end. 
Length from half an inch to an inch, and about 1 mm. wide. 
Apparently a larval form ; found in the body cavity of the Black 
Bass, Micropterus nigricans. Six worms, soft, white, and active. 
The longer ones of an inch would elongate to double the length, 
becoming proportionately narrower. The head, about 1 mm. or 
more in diameter, varied in length and breadth, according to 
contraction, sometimes one and sometimes the other being the 
larger. Lake George, N. Y. 

Last summer, while at Mt. Desert, Me., I examined a squid, 
Ommastrephes illecebrosa, with the hope of finding the singular 
parasite Dieyema. The specimen was in bad condition, and while 
I found none of the latter, I obtained from it several small worms, 
which I suppose to be the larval form of a cestode. They were 
yet quite active, though the host was already putrescent. I 
suspected them to belong to Tetrabothriorhynchus migratorius, 
observed in European cephalopods, but examination showed them 
to be different. They moved so actively and incessantly, con- 
tracting, expanding and writhing, that it was difficult to obtain 
a clear idea of the shape of the worm. It appears most nearly 
related with Taenia, and provisionally may be regarded as a 
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larval form of this genus. Its more evident characters may be 
summed up as follows : 
Taenia loliginis. 

Head unarmed, without rostellum, quadrilobate, continuous 
with the neck, which is variably long and narrow or short and 
irregularly contracted and expanded, and is constricted from the 
body. Lobes of the head elliptical, contractile and expansile 
and becoming variably folded or corrugated, furnished each at 
the upper pole with a hemispherical bothria. Body about as 
long as the head and neck, extensile and contractile, obconic or 
obovate, compressed, acute posteriorly, unsegmented. No inte- 
rior organs visible except a vessel along the sides of the neck and 
encircling the lobes of the head. Color white. Length to about 
half an inch ; width about 1 mm. Dr. H. C. Chapman informed 
me that he had previously observed this parasite in the squid. 
Monostomum obscurum. 

Elongated elliptical, flattened, obtusely angular in front, obtusely 
rounded behind. Oral and genital or other apertures scarcely 
distinguishable. Length, 4 to 8 lines ; width 1 line. 

Numerous specimens in the stomach of a Jew-fish, Megalops 
thrissoides. Collection of the Army Medical Museum, Washington. 
Distomum Aquilse. 

Spatulate, cochleariform, widest behind, obtuse at both ends; 
mouth circular unarmed; acetabulum sessile, about as large as 
the mouth. Length, 3 lines ; width in front, i a line ; behind, f of 
a line. Two specimens from the trachea of the Bald Eagle, 
Haliwtus leucocephalus. Collection of the Army Medical Meseum. 

Distomum Mspidum Abildgaard. 

Body much attenuated in advance, covered with minute 
recurved spines, which become obsolete at the back part. Head 
with a pair of alate appendages covered with stronger recurved 
spines, and a small group in the intervals before and behind. 
Mass of eggs giving the axis of the body behind a red appear- 
ance. Ova oval, 00'4 mm. long, 00'24 mm. broad. 

Numerous specimens, about 4 lines long by 0"5 mm. where 
widest behind. From the intestine of the Sturgeon, Aceipenser 
sturio, of the Delaware River, at Philadelphia. 
Nitzschla elegans Baer. 

Several specimens of this leech, four lines long, were taken 
from the gills of the same sturgeon. 



